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ID TIPS:

Bones are lightweight with a thin cortex and thin

support webs within
Smooth texture, can be glossy but not translucent
Angular shape on some long bone ends

This bird bone is cut in half to show
the web of support filaments within.
Hollow, light bones aid in flight.

Bird bones
generally have
a very smooth
texture, unlike
mammal bones
which are
more woody.
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ID TIPS:

. Bones are heavy with a thick cortex and dense spongy
bone at the ends

. Woody texture, not glossy or translucent

. Rounded shape, size can be helpful in ID of species

This cut cow bone is
a good example of
what the dense

spongy bone

found in mammal
bones looks like.
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ID TIPS:

. Bones are of a medium weight with a medium
cortex thickness, some spongy bone present
. Woody to smooth texture, not translucent
. Very rounded shape to ends of long bones
- | SNAKES:

;?-,) Snakes are not lacking in
- w_ backbone, some can have
. up to 400 vertebrae! No

arms or legs means only a

g <Y =3 few bones to identify.
iR 1&’“

ALLIGATOR:

Alligator teeth are cone
shaped and fairly easy to
identify. Scutes are bony
external plates or scales
found under the skin of
alligators and crocodiles
that make the skin very hard to penetrate.
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Above: Alligator Scute
Right: Alligator Tooth

TURTLE & TORTOISE SHELLS:

The upper shell (carapace) and lower shell
(plastron) are both made up of interlocking
plates. Look for a pattern _ :
of ridges on one of the flat =
sides as well as jagged e
edges where the plates
would have come toge-
ther to ID these bones.
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